Africans in America (Part One) 

1. Describe the initial conditions of servitude in the Colonies prior to the mid-1600s. How were these conditions different for whites and blacks; how were they similar? 
2. What were the social circumstances that led to racial slavery being appealing to white land owners? 

3. What is the role of tobacco—a drug—in the history of slavery? 

4. Approximately how few would survive the journey from capture in Africa to enslavement in the Colonies? 

5. Given that Europeans died so easily and quickly in Africa, what motivated their ambitions to participate in the slave trade? 

6. Comment on this idea: “Is not the slave trade entirely a war with the heart of man? And surely that which is begun by breaking down the barriers of virtue involves in its continuance destruction to every principle and buries all sentiment in ruin.” —Olaudah Equiano
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