allusion: a reference to a person, place, event, or thing that is known from literature, history, religion, myth, politics, etc. It seeks, by tapping the knowledge and memory of the reader, an emotional effect from the associations already existing in the reader’s mind.

Apollo

· Greek god of light and sun; truth and prophecy; medicine and healing; music, poetry, and the arts
Marsyas

· The most gifted flute player. He lost a musical contest with Apollo, who decided that skinning Marsyas alive was just punishment for challenging a god.   
Orpheus
· father of song; chief among poets and musicians

· his songs were said to charm birds and animals, make trees dance, and even change the course of rivers

· seer, astrologer, and magician

· founder of the cult of Apollo 

· husband of Eurydice
· The myth in short: Eurydice, wandering through a glade, is pursued by a lusty satyr. She steps on a venomous snake, which bites her, and she dies. Orpheus is devastated. He ventures to the gates of the Underworld, and because of his gift of song, he is able to put the guarding demon-dog to sleep and sneak into Hell. There he charms, again through his song, Hades, lord of the Underworld, who allows him to take Eurydice back to the land of the living—Orpheus is the only man who has ever succeeded in doing this. Of course, the god of Hell has a condition: Orpheus must walk in front of Eurydice on the way back to the Upperworld, and he can’t look back. Nearing the light, he looks back, and she is lost forever. He is devastated again. He refuses women. He turns to boys for love. (Christian moralists later call him the first Sodomite.) He shuns all gods except the sun, Apollo. Then, Dionysus’s Maenads—crazed, drunken, ecstatic, sex-indulgent—try to stone him to death for either (a) disregarding their god or (b) choosing to be sexual with boys instead of them, but the beauty of his music and song deflects the stones, so they attack him and rip him apart. But his severed head won’t stop singing, and it floats down the river into the sea singing. 
Kashmir

· northwest region of the Indian subcontinent

Agha Shahid Ali
· (1949–2001) Kashmiri-American poet 

Joseph Stalin

· (1878–1953) Premier of the Soviet Union, known for transforming agrarian Russia into an industrial superpower. His policies were extreme, including mass executions and forced labor. Note: Pinsky refers to him as a Georgian: he was born in present-day Georgia, the European country, not the American state. 
Questions to Accompany Two Poems by Robert Pinsky

1. Identify your favorite metaphor. What do you like about it?

2. Identify your favorite image. What did Pinsky do to construct it?

3. How many allusions can you identify in the poems, and what are those allusions?

4. Select two of the above allusions to analyze. For each, write a few sentences or a paragraph that describes the allusions and theme (message) Pinsky communicates through it. Remember to support your ideas with evidence from the texts. 
