Analysis of Four Poems about Childhood
(Billy Collins, Li-Young Lee, Rainer Maria Rilke, and John Tobias)
1. Drawing from the four poems, what are your favorite four images? Of those four, analyze two: what did the authors do to construct them?

2. In John Tobias’ and Billy Collins’ poems, identify two pleasurable moments in each. 
3. Rilke’s poem concludes with a metaphor. What does it mean to you? 

4. A paradox is something that seems contradictory but is nonetheless true. In Rilke’s poem, why does the mother ask, “‘Are you here?’”

5. Also in Rilke’s poem, why do the mother and child look a the piano in fear? 

6. What is the refrain in Lee’s poem? And what does he achieve by asking it?

7. Identify two metaphors in “A Hymn to Childhood.”

8. Describe the poem’s trajectory: what is the circumstance at the beginning and how does that change? 

9. Let’s consider tone. For each of the four poems, answer what the author’s attitude is toward childhood. Support your answers with direct quotation from the poems. 

Journal #3: Employing the various strategies for creating effective images, write an image-rich poem about childhood that is at least twenty lines. You may choose to imitate some aspect of the four poems we have studied. 
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