Beloved Calendar and Overview
Come prepared to discuss and quiz on the following dates: 

· Fri., Jan. 7: through page 23

· Mon., Jan. 13: through page 59
· Thurs., Jan. 16: through page 100
· Tues., Jan. 21: through page 146
· Thurs., Jan. 23: through page 195
· Mon., Jan. 27: through page 247
· Thurs., Jan. 30: through page 277

· Mon., Feb. 3: through page 323 (end)

And, as always, bring your reading notes to the discussion. As you read, consider tracking the following: 

· How Morrison communicates explicit and implicit themes about slavery, and more broadly, what those themes reveal about human … nature? 
· Features of Morrison’s style; e.g., the non-linear narrative, imagery, multiple viewpoints, the Southern Gothic (see below). 

· Development of significant characters.

· Other remarkable employments of the elements of literature; e.g., motif, symbol. 

You will be responsible for being an expert of sorts for a short range of pages. You should do the following for your 9–12 pages: 

· Bring in two analytical discussion questions.

· Come prepared to summarize the events and character development of your pages. 

· Define any lexical or allusive difficulties. 

· Clarify any confusing or ambiguous moments.  
Southern Gothic is a subgenre of Gothic fiction unique to American literature that takes place in the American South. Common features of Southern Gothic literature are deeply flawed, disturbing or eccentric characters, ambivalent gender roles and decayed or derelict settings, supernatural forces, grotesque situations and other sinister events relating to or coming from poverty, alienation, racism, crime, and violence. The Southern Gothic style employs these things to examine the values of the American South. Thus unlike its parent genre, it uses the Gothic tools not solely for the sake of suspense, but to explore social issues and reveal the cultural character of America. Beloved is a difficult novel to place within any single subgenre, but it does have many of the expected elements of the Southern Gothic style. 
Note: Journals will be related to specific passages in the novel. These are forthcoming. 
