The Contemporary Pastoral
1. Define any lexical difficulties.

2. What is the subject of the poem? 

3. Describe the speaker’s tone (attitude toward the subject). 

4. How do the subject and tone fit—or not—with your expectations of the pastoral mode? 

5. What implicit message(s) is the poet communicating? (I.e., thematic statement.)

6. Revisit your thoughts about nature (10.3–4). How does the poem align with, complicate, or nullify your ideas about human relations to nature? 
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