Nelson’s suggestions for incorporating quoted material:

1. Use direct quotes sparingly. Save them for communicating extremely precise ideas that support your analysis. 

2. Make it clear whom you are quoting. 

· Poet Robert Francis writes, “words of a poem should be glass” (37).

· Metaphorically, “words of a poem should be glass” (Francis 37).

3. Transition gracefully from your ideas into the quotation.

· What makes poetic language different from common language acts is that it communicates on two (or more) levels at once. When Robert Francis instructs that “words of a poem should be glass,” we must keep in mind that glass is fragile, glass can cut, and glass allows us to see the world clearly (37). 
