elaboration: Since the mid-seventeenth century, a common use of this word has meant “conducted with attention to detail”; that’s good to keep in mind. In writing, it refers to the detailed development, illustration, and defense of ideas. For our purposes, there are five kinds of elaboration: 
(1) facts and statistics, (2) sensory details (imagery), (3) anecdotes, (4) examples, and (5) quotation. In literary analysis, the best way to elaborate an idea is to quote from the text being analyzed (called “textual evidence” or “textual support”).

