Re: Extra credit for Mr. Nelson’s English classes

Dear students and parents: 
As you may know, the University of Arizona Poetry Center is a jewel for our community. It is one of the best poetry libraries in the world, with an extensive book collection and an impressive offering of readings, discussions, and classes. It’s with excitement that I invite you to attend some of the events on their calendar. Attendance at these events, which are listed on my website (http://nelsonuhs.weebly.com), will earn extra credit when accompanied by a short, one paragraph, write-up describing the event’s pleasures and challenges. In the past, many students have regarded these events as among the best experiences in our academic year. That being said, I want to emphasize that attendance is completely optional, and, furthermore, there will be other opportunities to earn extra credit from working at home. 
I must stress that these events are not UHS-sponsored field trips. If attending an event, it is expected that students will be exceptionally well behaved and attentive—no arriving late or leaving early, no texting, etc. While I will be attending the events, I won’t be there as a supervisor of students. Also, while the Poetry Center invites top-notch poets and scholars, I cannot ensure that the events won’t have content you may deem inappropriate; this is rare, but it has happened once in the past. Please check the Poetry Center calendar for more information on the presenters (http://poetry.arizona.edu/calendar-of-events), and feel free to contact me if you have questions. I look forward to possibly seeing you there!
Sophomore students are required to submit—one time only—a parent acknowledgment and permission slip (see below).
Best regards,
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Mr. Nelson 
Christopher.Nelson@tusd1.org 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the letter about extra credit opportunities at the Poetry Center, and I’ve discussed with my child the necessity and expectation of mature behavior. He/she has my permission to attend these events. 

________________________, parent of ________________________ in period ______.  

