Imagery: descriptive language that creates sensations in the reader’s mind, appealing to the senses (sight, taste, smell, touch, hearing) and emotions. 
There are several ways to construct an effective image; here are some things to try: (1) precise or unexpected verbs, (2) descriptive adjectives, (3) a deliberate engagement of the senses, and (4) use metaphor—i.e., compare two unlike things. 


“mortar smoke mistaken for an orchard of flowering pears” —Carolyn Forché

“tiny white curls came from the blade’s edge as he scraped the bone” —Samuel Green


“the loud, iron clanking of the lift machinery” —John Cheever

“the ache of marriage throbs in the teeth” —Denise Levertov
Using the techniques illustrated above, address the following writing challenges: 

1. Write an image that uses descriptive adjectives and appeals to the sense of sight. 

2. Write an image that appeals to touch and uses an unexpected verb.

3. Compare two unlike things to appeal to taste or smell. 

4. Select one of the professional examples above. First describe what the poet did to construct the image, then write your own that imitates it. 

