Literary Analysis Rubric

	Grade
	Qualities

	A+
(52/50)
	In addition to the requirements for an A, the writing is graceful, and the analysis demonstrates exceptional insight.



	A
(50/50)
	0.  The analysis is accurate and insightful. 
1. The essay is analytical, not summative or explanatory.
2. If necessary, all ideas are contextualized. 

3. The thesis statement exhibits the following qualities: (a) it is insightful, not obvious; (b) it is defensible; i.e., it requires analysis to prove it and is not merely a statement of fact; and (c) it is worded with precision and concision. 

4. The essay is unified: all ideas relate to the thesis and topic sentences. 

5. The essay has coherence: (a) all ideas are presented in a logical order, (b) transitions are effective, and (c) sentences are not verbose. 

6. The essay is elaborated: (a) all ideas are developed, and (b) key ideas are illustrated with quotes or examples from the text.
7. There are no errors in grammar, punctuation, penmanship, or typography, or errors are very few and trivial. 



	B
(43/50)


	While the essay is good, it has minor deficiencies in the above categories. 


	C
(38/50)
	Revision required. The essay is deficient in one or more of the above categories.


	No

Grade

	Revision required. No grade is given if the prompt is not adhered to. 




Revision Guidelines:

Analyses receiving a C or No Grade must be revised. Revised analyses must be submitted with the following documents stapled to the back: first, the original scored analysis and previous drafts and prewriting; second, a one-paragraph description of what you did to revise—be thorough and specific in your description.

