The Literary Ballad:
a form based on traditional ballads, which were sung and passed from generation to generation. Literary ballads are narrative poems usually arranged in quatrains (four-line stanzas) with a memorable meter—often iambic tetrameter with a varying fourth line per stanza. The rhyme scheme is typically abab or abcb. The poems tell—usually in local diction—communal stories of lost love, supernatural happenings, heroic deed or misdeeds, or popular events. 
“La Belle Dame Sans Merci” by John Keats
0. Define: ail, loiter, woe-begone, steed, manna, grot, betide, thrall, gloam, gape.
1. Scan a stanza and map its rhyme scheme (Nelson assigns). 

2. How does the poem’s narrative fulfill—or not—the expectations of a ballad?  

3. How does the poem’s form fulfill—or not—the expectations of a ballad?
4. What is the effect of the shortened final line in each stanza? 

5. A familiar character in literature is the “femme fatale.” Characterize her. What other examples can you recall from film or literature. 
6. Who is the speaker of the poem, initially and ultimately? 

7. Write a statement of subject(s) and theme. 
