Literature Circles Project Overview

The purpose of literature circles is to provide a collaborative environment for the reading, analyzing, and enjoying of a novel; the self-selection of peer groups and texts and the independence of the writing tasks make the experience more personal, more autonomous, and arguably more challenging than reading a novel as a whole class. The smallness of the group requires each student to fully participate and to meet deadlines to get the most learning and pleasure from the experience. Described below are the various tasks that will accompany the reading of your novel, but first let us consider the reading calendar that your group will create. Ideally, a group will consist of four students; if necessary it can be made to work with three or five, but four is ideal. 
Reading Calendar

Come to agreement in your group about how to best spread the reading over three weeks. You may find it best to divide the reading into three equal or nearly equal parts. You may decide to have longer and shorter reading periods based on the author’s division of the novel; for example, by parts or chapters. You may decide to make the first two weeks more reading heavy so that you can focus on your independent study project later in the semester. In any case, take reading notes with page references; these will be turned in for credit, and the notes will help you with elaborating your next in-class timed essay (more information below). Also, bring your novel to class each day, whether or not your group is meeting formally; the calendar may allow informal meetings or silent reading time. 
· Week One: due Tues., April 1: _______________________  

· Week Two: due Tues., April 8 (continue on Wed., April 9): _______________________

· Week Three: due Tues., April 15: _______________________

Weekly Tasks

On the dates listed above, your group will have the entire class period for three tasks pertinent to the week’s reading: (1) discussion, (2) analysis, (3) journal writing, and, time permitting, (4) silent reading. 
Discussion

One of the most enjoyable and insightful aspects of reading a text collaboratively is group discussion. The purpose of this is to clarify confusions, share insights, build an understanding of characters and themes, and explore conflicting interpretations and possibilities. There will be three discussions to accompany the reading of the novel. In these discussions you should emphasize literary elements, such as characterization, form, tones, themes, figurative language, ambiguities, etc. To facilitate discussions, each group member should bring three questions to share; these questions should be level two (meaning they require analysis of implicit aspects of the text), and they should address the most relevant aspects of the reading. Remember to build a chain of ideas in your discussions, avoid tangents and non sequiturs, and, as always, augment your reading notes with your insights and your classmates’. The purpose of the discussion is not to “get through” all the questions; the more in-depth you explore the questions, the more rewarding the experience will be. Remember: Reading notes and discussion questions will be turned in for credit each week.

Analysis

Each week Mr. Nelson will provide you with some analytical prompts that will guide you into a close examination of certain formalist aspects of the novel; e.g., characterization, themes, tones, motifs, symbols, etc. While this task will be a meaningful addition to your reading notes, please write your answers on separate sheets of paper.  
Journals 4, 5, and 6
Reading journals are an opportunity for you to bring the concepts of your novel into your personal circumstances. These journal entries should be a complete idea, perhaps a brief essay or anecdote—at least one hand-written page. Each week you should craft two journal prompts that you can share with your classmates; time will be devoted to, first, selecting a prompt from your group’s pool of journal prompts and, second, to write. (Note: each group member can address different prompts.) A good prompt is open-ended, meaning it allows for exploration in many directions, while still being clearly connected to or inspired by the novel’s themes. At the end of the project, be prepared to share one of your journal entries; this will require more contextualization that normal.  

Literary Analysis
An artifact of this project will be an open-note, in-class, timed literary analysis of the novel—by “open-note” I mean that you can use your discussion notes and reading notes, which I will return to you on or before the day of the in-class writing. It will be assessed for unity, coherence, elaboration, and quality of analytical ideas. 
Literature Circle Project Calendar Summary

· Tues., March 25: Selection of groups and texts; in-class reading 
· Tues., April 1: Discussion One

· Before this class period my group will have read to page __________

· In class: clarify confusions

· In class: discussion based on your three questions

· In class: weekly analysis (Mr. Nelson will provide) 

· Select a prompt for Journal 4; time to begin the journal entry
· Reading notes, discussion questions, journal prompts (not entries), and weekly analysis due

· Tues., April 8 (continued on Wed., April 9): Discussion Two

· Before this class period my group will have read to page __________

· [same model as above]
· Tues., April 15: Discussion Three

· Before this class period my group will have read to page __________ (end novel)
· [same model as above]
· Thurs., April 17: In-class open-note, timed analysis
· Fri., April 18: Journals 5, 6, and 7 due; journal sharing
