Pastoral: A poem about rustic life, after the Latin for “shepherd,” pastor. Beginning with Theocritus in third century BC, the form basically romanticizes rural life and a lost connection with the natural world. The form continues to be employed to this day; though rarely will shepherds be talking to nymphs. More likely, the contemporary pastoral is one that examines modern man’s relationship to the natural world in a way that longs for a lost connection; this reflection, however, is often tinged with irony. 
1. Define pastoral. 
-- Paintings by Bierstadt. 

2. In your own words, define nature. Augment your definition with a lexicon. 
3. Describe humans’ relationship to nature.  

4. Should humans’ relationship to nature be different, and by what criteria do you make your judgment? 
-- Read Marlowe’s “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” (975)

-- Read Raleigh’s “The Nymph’s Reply to the Shepherd” (990)

5–7. In small groups, in preparation for discussion: 

5. Analyze the poems’ forms; i.e., describe rhyme scheme, stanza structure, and metrics—in brief. 

6. Summarize the circumstances and messages of the poems; i.e., subject and theme. 

7. How do the poets orient their poems to the pastoral mode? 

