Poster Presentation

A poster presentation is a method for communicating original research findings. Your presentation will take place as part of a poster session, meaning that several presentations will be happening at the same time. Unlike the traditional presentation (one presenter speaking to one audience), in a poster session, the audience is not consistent; instead, small audiences rove from presentation to presentation. Some people will have questions for you; some audiences may require more context; all of which means that this type of presentation is less formal and less structured than a traditional one. This fact, however, doesn’t mean that they are easier, just different. You will need to be prepared to do the following: 

· talk about your subject for approximately forty minutes; of course, because several groups will be roving from presentation to presentation, you can think of it as repeating essentially the same presentation approximately four or five times

· answer questions about your subject, your poster, and your research process

· debate and defend your findings—a strong poster will help with this

· teach your audience about the subject. 

Your poster should be visually appealing, but more importantly it should be functional: Don’t spend a lot of time on fancy ornamentation; focus instead on graphic elements (charts, graphs, figures, pictures, etc.) that will communicate information that you can’t through speaking. Be sure to include explanatory captions with your graphic elements; the poster should communicate with little or no explanation from the presenter. Your poster should be large enough that title/topic and pictures/charts/graphs/etc. are visible from about ten feet away. Your poster will be beside you as you present, and you can adhere it to either the bulletin boards, white board, or countertops (via clips or pins that Mr. Nelson will provide). 

You need to be ready to present (poster and final draft of paper) on ___________________________. 

Poster Presentation

A poster presentation is a method for communicating original research findings. Your presentation will take place as part of a poster session, meaning that several presentations will be happening at the same time. Unlike the traditional presentation (one presenter speaking to one audience), in a poster session, the audience is not consistent; instead, small audiences rove from presentation to presentation. Some people will have questions for you; some audiences may require more context; all of which means that this type of presentation is less formal and less structured than a traditional one. This fact, however, doesn’t mean that they are easier, just different. You will need to be prepared to do the following: 

· talk about your subject for approximately forty minutes; of course, because several groups will be roving from presentation to presentation, you can think of it as repeating essentially the same presentation approximately four or five times

· answer questions about your subject, your poster, and your research process

· debate and defend your findings—a strong poster will help with this

· teach your audience about the subject. 

Your poster should be visually appealing, but more importantly it should be functional: Don’t spend a lot of time on fancy ornamentation; focus instead on graphic elements (charts, graphs, figures, pictures, etc.) that will communicate information that you can’t through speaking. Be sure to include explanatory captions with your graphic elements; the poster should communicate with little or no explanation from the presenter. Your poster should be large enough that title/topic and pictures/charts/graphs/etc. are visible from about ten feet away. Your poster will be beside you as you present, and you can adhere it to either the bulletin boards, white board, or countertops (via clips or pins that Mr. Nelson will provide). 

You need to be ready to present (poster and final draft of paper) on ___________________________. 
