The Crop-circle Enigma  

(adapted from David Pratt’s website publication “Crop Circles and Their Message”)
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1.  Over two hundred designs appear every year in crops around the world.

2.  While most of these have appeared in southern England designs have been documented in 

     thirty countries.  

3.  Most appear in wheat barley and rape but they have also been reported in rye flax maize   

     potatoes rice paddies and even snow and ice. 

4.  Over the years crop formations have been attributed to a variety of mundane causes drunks 

armed with string and boards disillusioned art students out of work journalists too much fertilizer interference from mobile phones squabbling birds geometrically gifted cows and 

sex crazed hedgehogs.

5.  Although the general public mass media and scientific establishment tend to dismiss the entire 

phenomenon as the work of human pranksters there is strong evidence that an unexplained   force and guiding intelligence are at work.

6.  Two famous hoaxers Doug Bower and Dave Chorley claim to have been making the crop  

circles since 1978. Apparently they failed to look into obscure histories three hundred documented crop circles predate their supposed invention. 

7.  In 1686 for example scientist Robert Plot published a book entitled A Natural History of  

     Staffordshire which contained accounts of fields of plants flattened into circles spirals and  

     squares. 

8.  People have even filmed themselves creating crop circles to prove that theyre man made.

9.  These formations however lack the clean geometric precision that other crop circles have. 

10.  Authentic crop circles have several other features that are impossible for people to replicate  

first the plant stalks are bent but not broken second some designs involve a standing curtain of plants that is only one stalk wide a precision that people are simply unable to achieve with boards and string third the bent plant stalks are intricately woven together not merely flattened to the ground and fourth explain this one some crop circles have appeared in a matter of minutes in broad daylight. 

11.  The design called The Triple Julia Set the center picture above spans over 1000 feet and has 

196 geometrically flawless circles it would take three to five days to stake out estimated a  U.S. surveying company. 

12.  Somewhat unnerving are reports of electronic and mechanical equipment breaking down in 

       crop circles cameras malfunction new batteries fail cell phones lose reception. 

13.  David Pratt writes Dogs sometimes refuse to enter crop circles. Sheep sometimes try to 

move as far away from them as possible. Flocks of geese he continues have been observed to break formation when flying directly over crop circles.

14.  But for most people interested in them crop circles are a positive enigma some regard them 

       as symbols of hope for our troubled world.  

15.  In the past people regarded them as the work of elves fairies cyclonic winds and the Devil. 

16.  Today despite our great technologies radar infrared vision and electromagnetic devices we   

       still cannot explain them. 

