Charles Bukowski’s “Bluebird”

1. The bluebird comprises half of a controlling metaphor. What is the other half?: what is it being compared to? 
2. Given your response above, what are the implicit messages of this comparison? Support your answer with evidence from the poem. 
3. What does Bukowski achieve with the rhetorical question at the poem’s end? 
Archibald MacLeish’s “Tourist Death”

4. Define any words unknown to you. 

5. Identify three metaphors then analyze them: i.e., what are the unlike things being compared, and what is the implicit message of the comparisons? 

6. Who do you imagine the speaker in the poem to be? And how would you describe the speaker’s attitude (tone) toward the subjects of living and dying? Support your answer with evidence from the poem.

7. Contrast the line breaks of MacLeish and Bukowski. What do you notice? Do you prefer one style over the other; does one seem more artful? 
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