Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse
Bildungsroman is a German word describing a novel whose principal subject is the moral, psychological, and intellectual development of a usually youthful main character; in other words, these stories see the character “come of age.” Often in bildungsroman tales, characters find themselves, or come to a greater understanding of who they are and their place in the world by being integral in the face of adversity, by being honest with themselves and by facing conflict without disintegrating. From students’ experiences previous years, I think you’ll find this to be an engaging and enjoyable read. I’m looking forward to working with you through this wonderful novel. 
Reading Calendar:

It is imperative that you be up-to-date with the reading, for there will be in-class writings, dialogs, and quizzes pertinent to that week’s portion of the novel. Some class time will be devoted to reading the book, but you should plan to do most of it out of class. Do bring your book to class each day, however, so that you can refer to it during dialogs, writings, and activities. 
· Due Tuesday, January 14: through page 42
· Due Thursday, January 16: through page 85

· Due Tuesday, January 21: through page 152 (end) 

Reading Journals 1 & 2:

The reading journals are an opportunity for you to bring the concepts of a text into your personal circumstances. These journal entries should be a complete idea, perhaps a brief essay or anecdote (one written page minimum). Select two of the following, which are due on Thurs., January 23:
· What is the Self? And do you see any value in trying to lose it? 

· The samanas renounce the material world and turn inward in search of freedom. What are you thoughts on this way of life? 

· Relate a story of when you or someone close to you remained integral, whole, moral, honorable in adversity (when challenged). Or, conversely, relate a story of dis-integration; what happened when personal honor or integrity were surrendered? 

· Comment on the following quote: “Most people, Kamala, are like a falling leaf that drifts and turns in the air, flutters, and falls to the ground. But a few others are like stars which travel one defined path: no wind reaches them, they have within themselves their guide and path” (72). 

In-class Discussion Protocol:
To accompany the reading of the novel we will engage in small-group and whole-group discussions. It is expected that you participate in a way that fosters a democracy of voices; that is to say, all class members should be heard, and one person should speak at a time. You will be graded on your participation. To ensure rich discussions, do the following: 

· Take note of remarkable parts of the book—confusions, insights, moments of pleasure—, mark these in your notes (with a page number reference), and bring these to class each day. It is expected that any student could initiate a discussion or change topics by pulling from his or her reading notes, notes that will be augmented during the discussions. 

· Bring level-two discussion questions based on the significant aspects of the reading. (Level-two questions require analysis of implicit aspects of the text.) These will be used to initiate dialog and to continue dialog should a lull occur.

· Stick to the topic of discussion; we want to create a coherent chain of connected ideas. To this end, avoid non sequiturs and tangents.

· When speaking, engage the class: don’t look at the teacher only, or the floor; speak to all your classmates. Note: side conversations or talking over one another will not be tolerated. 
Literary Analysis

After reading and discussing the novel you will write an in-class, timed essay based on a selection of prompts provided that day. You can use your reading and discussion notes; keep this in mind as you work through the novel: what material will you want to have with you to elaborate your ideas in the essay? Things to track: (1) symbols, (2) the motifs of wisdom and suffering, (3) the development of Siddhartha, and (4) highlights and turning points in the plot (i.e., conflict). 
Vocabulary
You will not need to turn in any vocabulary work for Part One, but the reading quiz will have a vocabulary component. 

Part One

ablution

ascetics

atman 

Brahma

Brahman 

Brahmin

enlightenment

insatiable

integrity

samana

samsara

self

self-denial

supplication
transmigration

For Part Two, I’d like to try a different approach: submit six words, defined, that were either new to you or that were used in such a way to challenge or broaden your sense of them. This list will be due on Tuesday, January 21. 

Deadlines Summarized:

Reading

· Due Tuesday, January 14: through page 42 … Remember ISP deadline too! 
· Due Thursday, January 16: through page 85

· Due Tuesday, January 21: through page 152 (end) and Vocabulary Part Two
Journals 1 & 2
· Due Thursday, January 23 
