“Counting-Out Rhyme”
1. Map the rhyme scheme—and yes: half rhyme counts as rhyme! 
2. Is there a syllabic pattern? Is there a word-count pattern? 

3. What is your favorite image? 
4. What are the subjects of the poem? And what is the poet saying about those subjects (statements of theme)? 

“Obsessive”

5. What kind of stanzas did Bell use? 

6. What are the formal differences between the three stanzas? (I.e., consider the rhyme scheme and line lengths.) 

7. If the subject is obsession, what is the speaker’s attitude toward that subject (tone)? Support your answer with evidence from the poem. 

8. Describe what Bell does in the last line of the poem. What thematic message might this yield? 
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