Sound and Sense: Edward Hirsch’s “Fast Break” (750–751)

1. Why are run-on lines especially appropriate for this poem? How do they affect its sound and sense? 

2. Do the lines have a regular meter? Describe the meter(s) of the first four stanzas.

3. In addition to describing accurately a fast break, this poem is a tribute to a dead friend. How are the two purposes related in the poem? 
4. How might this poem—to borrow a phrase from Robert Frost—represent a “momentary stay against confusion”?
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