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Course Overview and Goals 
This course is designed to teach students about social, religious, philosophical and cultural issues and themes in a multicultural context. Students develop skills in close reading, research, reasoning, writing, and oral presentation. Composition instruction concentrates on persuasion, literary analysis, and in-class essay exams to prepare for the AIMS test. Creativity, multiple intelligences, and self-direction are emphasized. 
Topics of Study

Writing as a Process: Rarely do writers “get it right” on a first draft. In order to work around blind spots in their own writing, students will receive input from the teacher and peers at various stages in the drafting process. Your writings will be presented and evaluated in a portfolio. If you’re not already, get in the habit of saving pre-writing and all drafts of your essays. Additionally, students will use journals to generate ideas that can be developed into analyses or creative works, and metacognitive strategies will guide students into a deeper understanding of their own strengths and weaknesses. 

Writing Unity, Coherence, and Elaboration: When writing is unified, all of the ideas relate to the thesis or primary message. When it is coherent, the ideas not only relate to the thesis, but they are presented in a logical order; transitioning will be explored to strengthen coherence. Writing is well elaborated when ideas are adequately developed and illustrated. 

Rhetorical Effects and Persuasion: By controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving emphasis through diction and sentence structure, students’ writings will be more effective and engaging. Through sound reasoning and research, students will construct persuasive arguments. 

Creative Writing: For example, narrative writing: students will be able to effectively tell a story that develops a central idea or dominant impression while sustaining a mood. Techniques such as compressing time, flashback, and symbolism will be explored. And poetry writing: students will be able to develop simple and complex figures to create a tone or enhance a theme; for example, simile and extended metaphor. 

Speaking and Presenting: Students will hone their abilities to communicate face-to-face with an audience; skills such as poise, pacing, and audience engagement will be emphasized.

Vocabulary: (as determined by student needs): Students will strengthen their reading and writing skills by broadening their vocabulary. Etymology, common Greek and Latin roots, idioms, and connotation will be explored. Most vocabulary will be taken from reading assignments. 

Grammar (as determined by student needs): Students will strengthen their writing skills with such tools as parallelism, subordination, agreement. 

Punctuation (as determined by student needs): Students will strengthen their writing skills by accurate use of the comma, dash, colon, semicolon, parenthesis, hyphen, quotation mark, etc. 

Timed-writing and Test Preparation: Students will build a repertoire of strategies for timed-writing situations and standardized exams. There will be thorough in-class practice. 

Policies and Expectations

Late Work: Because many deadlines are coupled with in-class activities that are dependent upon completed assignments, sometimes late work is not accepted. Exceptions will be made for major assignments, but they will be penalized. If a deadline is, for some reason, impossible, you may request an extension, but this must be done in advance. Students will be given one late work pass per semester, allowing them to extend a deadline by two class periods. Save this for emergency situations. Unused late work passes may be redeemed at the end of the semester for extra credit.

Absences: When you are absent, be sure to visit the website and check with your classroom buddy—a classmate designated to take notes, record updates and due dates, and gather homework for you in your absence. Please do these two things before emailing Mr. Nelson. Advance notice of future absences is appreciated. When you are absent on a day that something is due, it is expected that you are prepared to turn the work in on the day that you return. Given the participation-dependent nature of the course, some lessons or classroom events are difficult or impossible to make up: avoid missing class. Excessive absences—generally, more than ten in a semester—will result in loss of participation points. 

Participation: Because of the collaborative nature of many of our learning activities, everyone’s participation is essential. Many tasks will include points for participation; for example, class discussions and collaborative presentations. Basically, these are points earned for how well you help make the classroom an effective learning environment. Please share your ideas, questions, joys and uncertainties about the content of the class; this will enrich your experience and your peers’. Participation points amount to approximately 10% of a semester grade. 

Extra credit: There will be opportunities for students to earn points outside of the daily curriculum by attending certain lectures or readings, participating in certain events, like Poetry Out Loud, or submitting work to a newspaper, literary magazine, or contest. See the extra credit page on the course website for specific opportunities. 

Presentation of Written Work: All major writing assignments are expected to be typed. 

Classroom Climate: Our classroom is a safe zone, which means that all people are equal, regardless of race, religion, sexual orientation, political views, economic status, gender, etc. It is expected that all students contribute to creating a learning environment respectful of all students and teachers, failure to do so will result in one or more of the following: loss of participation points, conference with parents or principal, and/or penalty to citizenship grade. In the very rare case of repeated or severe disrespect, expulsion from the class or from UHS may result. 

Academic Dishonesty: It is expected that the work you present to your teachers and your classmates is your own. To do otherwise is not only a breach of your integrity, but it undermines your own learning. Always ask for help or clarification or an extension before resorting to cheating. The penalty for plagiarism (the representation of another’s words, thoughts, or ideas as one’s own) begins with no credit given for the assignment and a disciplinary meeting with a principal. Replacement credit is not offered. 
Technology: Cellular phones, computers, etc. are not allowed in the classroom. If students bring them to class, they must be put away and turned off. A breach of this policy will result in a penalty to participation points. Exceptions are made for those students who require assistive technology. 

Possible Selections from University High School’s Honors English 10 GATE Booklist:
While we will read in various genres—short story, poetry, essays, and novels—, here is a list of the longer works will we draw from. You can expect to read one or two longer works a quarter, sometimes as a whole class, sometimes in small groups (literature circles).  

Things Fall Apart
Achebe, Chinua
The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven
Alexie, Sherman
The House of Spirits
Allende, Isabel
In the Time of Butterflies
Alvarez, Julia
Bless Me, Ultima
Anaya, Rudolfo

Bhagavad-Gita 
Anonymous
So Long a Letter
Ba, Mariama
Great Stories of Chekov
Chekov, Anton
The House on Mango Street
Cisneros, Sandra
Out of Africa and Shadows on the Grass
Dinesen, Isak
A Yellow Raft in Blue Water
Dorris, Michael

Crime and Punishment
Dostoyevsky, Fyodor 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold
Garcia Marquez, Gabriel

Siddhartha
Hesse, Herman
Their Eyes Were Watching God
Hurston, Zora Neale
Thousand Cranes
Kawabata, Yasunari
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam
Khayyam, Omar
Animal Dreams
Kingsolver, Barbara
The Bean Trees
Kingsolver, Barbara
Woman Warrior
Kingston, Maxine Hong
The Sound of Waves
Mishima, Yukio
A Bend in the River
Naipaul, V.S.
Cry, the Beloved Country
Paton, Alan

An Ordinary Man
Rusesabagina, Paul

Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress
Sijie, Dai 

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander
Anna Karenina
Tolstoy, Leo

Short story, essay, and poetry selections will be photocopied (or uploaded to the website) from various anthologies. 
-----------------------------------------  sign and detach  ------------------------------------------------------

I have read Mr. Nelson’s Honors English 10 GATE syllabus, and I am familiar with his policies on deadlines, absences, technology, participation, etc. I acknowledge my familiarity by signing below. 

Student (print and sign): 
________________________      _______________________

Parent/guardian (print and sign): 
   ________________________      _______________________

If you have questions please email Mr. Nelson (Christopher.Nelson@tusd1.org).  
