thesis: The proposition to be proved; the primary unifying idea. A thesis statement is usually one sentence (but it can be longer if necessary). and it is usually placed near the beginning of an essay.
An effective thesis has these three qualities: (1) it is insightful, not obvious; (2) it is defensible; i.e., it requires analysis to prove it and is not merely a statement of fact; and (3) it is worded with precision and concision. 
1. Mohammed Mrabet’s protagonists are simultaneously wounded and empowered by the absence of their fathers. 

· Effective thesis.

2. The protagonists in Mohammed Mrabet’s stories are shown through the motif of absent fathers to be both wounded and empowered by the missing father figure. 

· Ineffective: verbose (not worded with concision). 
3. Mohammed Mrabet’s protagonists are frequently fatherless.
· Ineffective: merely a statement of fact. 
