thesis: The proposition to be proved; the primary unifying idea. A thesis statement is usually one sentence (but it can be longer if necessary). and it is usually placed near the beginning of an essay.
An effective thesis has these three qualities: (1) it is insightful, not obvious; (2) it is defensible; i.e., it requires analysis to prove it and is not merely a statement of fact; and (3) it is worded with precision and concision. 
1. Cormac McCarthy complicates traditional ideas of God, marrying divine benevolence with divine malice. 

· Effective thesis.

2. Through the motif of God, Cormac McCarthy challenges the long-held belief in the goodness of God, and he posits that humans might be wrong in their assumptions about the intentions of divinity.

· Ineffective: verbose (not worded with concision). 
3. The motif of God in All the Pretty Horses encourages readers to ask difficult questions of themselves.
· Ineffective: merely a statement of fact; obvious.
