Timed Essay Selection Criteria

1. Which essay has the best insights into theme? 

2. Check that the thesis statements exhibit the following qualities: 
     (a) it is insightful, not obvious

     (b) it requires analysis to prove it and is not merely a statement of fact

     (c) it is worded with precision and concision

3. Are the essays unified?—all ideas relate to the thesis and topic sentences

4. Which essay is best elaborated?—

     (a) all ideas are developed

     (b) key ideas are illustrated with quotes or examples from the text

